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Cnrved Head Ascribed to the
Paleolithic Period. &

Figures Oarved in Low Relief on Walls of Rahotep's at Medum.

Professor H. G. Spearing Shows

How Women Were Interpreted
in “The Childhood of Art”
and How Later Designs Show

Greatly Changed Notions of

© What Is Beautiful -
Some of the Earliest Pictures At Beypisn Dutien 3
Yet Discovered.
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@ | ECENT researches, and reSearehes analyzed and tabulated slnee
the War began, cast an interesting light on what Prof. H. G.
8penTing of Queen's College, Oxford, enlls “the childhood of
art.” Among the revelations from ancient tablets, tomb deg
orgtions and ornaments dug out of the earth, no cxamples are
more fascipating than those which show earller man's visualization
of woman,

The regesrches have brought ta light ghjects and fragments of ob
Jeets, OF haye bared rocks upon Which the sun’ hag not shone for many
thoygsnds of Years—how many thousands the archeologists can only
Buess. Some, lke the crude head of a Woman shown fn the right-hand
upper Corner Of this page, are credited to the paleolithic age, which is
maryed as go long before perjod of history that no safe estimate can
be mad® of (heir true antiquity. Others dating from a much later time
have o8ly recently been uncovercd. Thus, tens of thousands of years
may gePargte examples found at the one time,

prol. Spesting says that men drew pictures or modelled the human
form 8t @ tjme much more remote than most students used to believe.
He pos beep BStounded by the character of the Images belonging to
Umeg ®hen men are supposed to have llved in a primitively savage
Blale,

The Images here reproduced Show how much early men differed In
thefr rePregentation of women, and they show also how much these men
tended 10 fo1fow a formulr, just 88 they do today. The eye In profile,
for gxeMple, 8 likely to be drawn the same as the eye In front view.
Whep #€ come to the time of the later and higtoric Greek art the images
reach 8 berfection which critics lke to say has never been surpassed,

Almost a1l of the drawings of prim-
Itive men ghowed both animals and Klicevac,
B~ human beings-in profile. When the F;
“; fgure of a man or woman was drawn ; Near Belgrade,
i In front view the head was turned to LI 3 (
shaw profile. Drawing & profile, as T
Vv ¢Yery arlist has discovered, is a much
8lmpler matter than drawing the full
Tace. In the case of figures modelled .

“In the round" the sculptor was - {
forced to show both eyes and to un- ' 2

dertake something much nearer to Fragment of Design on Wall of Queen’s Chamber in Palace of Enossos.

Romains of Colored Stucco Rellef, i3
Early Gresce. - ' i |

Clay Figure
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Tealisin 48 we understand it. Crude
48 these might be, they finevitably

Cart om Showed the characteristics of the
S‘:ﬂ:?ary&:nmil g Taces represented by the sculptors,
v X

times in baked clay. Again, the instinet to add ‘color to halr, cheeks
and eyes {8 frequently shown.

One remark of Prof. Spearing Is especlally significant at this time. i
The professor declares that Lhe earliest ariists almost never represented * =
war, though the world was never withour war, and though some of Its Rock
most savage wars must have been In progress at the time the artists
were dolng the work now uncovered to the world. . There was plenty of Carving O
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Someumes this sculpturing was In’stone; somelimes In” fvory, somes . . H

Tlustrating
the Peculiar
Eyes Common
to Rarly Egyptian
. Pictyres of Women.

war In the laler work of the Greeks. Some of the most impressive art
in the friézes of Athens and of Rome shows phases of battle. But the from
earllest draughtsmen turned to animals, religious rites, and the homely Ol'l.lld ea.
acuvities of men and women In every day life. The full significance of
some of the figures and gestures may alweys remain a mystery,
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